P

Maryland Washington Racquetball Association Newsletter - www.mwraweb.com‘

Winter 2004

A Message from the MWRA
President... 1

Executive Committee Elections... 2
About MWRA... 2

For Your Information... 3

USRA Member Application... 4

USRA partners with the International
Association of Benefits... 5

A Note from the National
Rules Commissioner... 6

Hello from the USRA President... 6

MWRA Juniors Championships
Information and Application... 7

Youth Racquetball Clinic at Supreme
Sports Club... 9

Court Club Survey... 9
U.S. Open Participants and Results... 10

MWRA Singles Championships
Information and Application... 11

Tournament Results... 13

MWRA Schedule... Back Cover

Editor

Since this is the winter newsletter, how fitting it is that our first winter tournament, the

St. Nick Splat, had to be postponed due to some of old man winter’s storminess. While it

turned out much of the area wasn’t hit as hard as first predicted (can you ever trust a meteo-

rologist?), our neighbors in the northern suburbs would have had some difficulty traveling

to the SPRFC for 9:00 a.m. matches on Saturday morning. Thanks to all for understand-

ing. Many thanks to the Shoregood Water Company for providing all that great bottled

water for the St. Nick tourney. Also, a special thanks to everyone who participated in the

“A Weekend for Amelia Racquetball Shootout.” Through your generosity and patronage we

were able to raise close to $3000.00 to help offset Amelia Hantske’s medical expenses.

There’s lots of information covered in this edition, including messages from our State

President and the USRA President, our recent election results, a new partnership with IAB,

Maryland representation at the recent U.S. Open, tournament applications and recent

tournament results.

Finally, ’'m happy to report that the Ladies Professional Racquetball Association (the LPRA)

will be returning to Maryland in 2004. This year’s event will be held at the Gaithersburg

Sport & Health Club, March 18-21. Look for applications online beginning in March.

A Message from the MWRA President

As we begin 2004, I want to wish
everyone a Happy and Healthy New
Year.

As you may have heard, the USRA
is changing their name to 1USA
Racquetballf and has begun a new
ranking system tied to a new com-
puterized online membership system
which promises everyone access

to their own records. These two
systems will be enhanced by the
computerization of the sanction-
ing system and a mandatory $100
sanctioning fee for all sanctioned
tournaments.

www.mwraweb.com

Over the past year I have found my-
self at odds with my body and mind
as to whether or not to continue to
play competitive racquetball. For
that reason, I have not been compet-
ing in many tournaments and I have
found that I have not missed playing
and have enjoyed the free time to
pursue other things.

I have enjoyed playing competitive
racquetball and leading the state as-
sociation over the past years. I have
found many new friendships which
I hope to maintain in the future. I
do, however, feel that now is a good

- Steve

time to step aside and allow the next
generation to lead Maryland in the
new world of racquetball.

It has been my pleasure to help shape
Maryland racquetball, but now Iid
like to say Goodbye and Good Luck

to everyone.

Best Regards,
Larry
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Executive Committee Elections

Congratulations to the following individuals for
their recent (re)appointments to the MWRA Execu-
tive Committee: Val Rogolino, Steve Graham

and Tom Pendleton

How the votes were determined

Of the 29 Board of Governors, 27 were eligible to
vote (2 had let their USRA membership lapse). Of
the 27 voters who were sent ballots (or voted at the
Doubles Championships), 25 actually voted (we did
not receive back 2 ballots in the mail). Therefore, 25
ballots were received and counted. The ballots were
counted by committee members Larry Seidl, Val
Rogolino, Steve Graham and then independently
verified by 2 staff members of the Severna Park
Racquetball and Fitness Club.

Many thanks to Tracie Valentine of Sport FIT Lau-
rel, Jamal Harris of Merritt Security, and Stephen
Lee of Merritt Security for expressing their interest
in running for the committee and a special thanks
to Ralph DiFelice of Merritt Towson for his hard
work and contributions to Maryland/Washington
racquetball. Lastly, welcome Tom Pendleton of
Sport FIT Laurel.

“BOWNTCTINE &0

Steve Graham
Editor

Sterling Spangler
Design

The opinions voiced in any
article or column are those of the
particular author and are not an
official position of the MWRA
or the USRA. Newsletter adver-

tising rates:

¢ Business Cards: $25

* Tournament Ad: $35-full page

* 1/4 Page: $45

* 1/2 Page: $60

* Full Page: $100

* 10% discount for placing your
ad in four consecutive issues

Hmmm?
Ideas? Opinions?
Comments?

Give us a call
and speak
your mind..

Larry Seidl: 410-269-1976
Val Rogolino Jr.: 410-987-0980
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Representatives

Andrews AFB: Jeff Elder
Aspen Hill Club: Hector Del Castillo
Sport & Health Gaithersburg:
Jason Mollica
Bally’s Greenbelt: Tom Miller
Bally’s Rockville:
Bally’s White Marsh: David White
Bel Air:
Bolling AFB: Yolanda Jordan
Columbia Athletic Club: Dave Bleyer
Frederick YMCA: Brian Wetcher
Fairland: Warren Riecke
Fort Meade: Tom Pendleton
Hagerstown YMCA:
Michael O’'Donoghue
Harford Health and Fitness:
Margaret Haynes
JCC, Baltimore: Gail Schaefer
Merritt Annapolis: Fran Katcef

Merritt Downtown Athletic Club:
Alan Golombek
Merritt Eldersburg: Kathy Cornell
Merritt Salisbury: Mike Jones
Merritt Security: Butch Harris
Merritt Towson: Frank Finach
Ocean City: Paul Conway
Severna Park: Val Rogolino Jr.
Sport Fit Bowie: Evelyn Specht
Sport Fit Laurel: Steve Graham
Sport & Health Bethesda:
Bev Supanick
Sport & Health Rio: Steve Myers
Sport & Health Rockville:
Mel Goldstein
Sport & Health White Oak:
Chad Joyce
Supreme Sports Club: Eric Robinson
University of Maryland: Chris Wilmoth

You will notice that there are several clubs that do not have names associated with them. This is
due to the fact that those people who were listed ARE NOT currently USRA members as reported
on the latest membership list from Colorado Springs.

Anyone from these clubs who is a USRA member and wishes to become a Board of Governors
representative, please contact Larry Seidl at 410-269-1976.

Committee

Chairman:
Larry Seidl, Severna Park

USRA Representative:
Val Rogolino Jr., Severna Park

Eleanor Adcock, Aspen Hill

Susan Flaesch, Sport Fit Laurel
Steve Graham, Sport Fit Laurel
Tom Miller, Bally’s Greenbelt
Aimee Newhall, Merritt Eldersburg
Tom Pendleton, Sport FIT Laurel
Warren Riecke, Sport FIT Laurel

MWRA

The Maryland Washington Racquetball Association (MWRA) is an independent, non-
profit racquetball player group and is not affiliated in any way with any vendor or equip-
ment manufacturer. Dues are renewable every year and includes membership in both the
MWRA and the United States Racquetball Association (USRA).

Down the Line News is the official publication of the MWRA. We welcome your comments
and views! Send your letters to the editor, advertisements, and other correspondence to
us at:

MWRA
106 Groh Lane
Annapolis, MD 21403

www.mwraweb.com



* % % ONLY AT HOLABIRD * % %
YOUR FACTORY AUTHORIZED DEALER

FACTORY WARRANTIES - 48-HOUR SHIPPING
ONE LOW $4.95 SHIPPING CHARGE
UNLIMITED QUANTITY

NO SERVICE CHARGE —

www.holabirdsports.com

PHOTOS - DESCRIPTIONS - SECURE ON-LINE ORDERING
9220 PULASKI HIGHWAY - BALTO., MD 21220

HOLABIRD
MASTERCATD, ek, IRGOUET, OF AMEX SPORTS /g€ "410-687-600

PHONE—MAIL—FAX—ON-LINE —SHOP OUR 1-OF-A-KIND SHOWROOM OUTLET

RACQUETBALL RACQUETS —STRUNG

QUOTES FOR ALL OTHER

FULL LINE OF UNDER ARMOUR® IN STOCK
l l TENNIS, RACQUETBALL & SQUASH RACQUETS

EKTELON E-FORCE
MORE ATTACK ......... 179.00 BALLISTIC . OVES EYEGUARDS SHOES — ALL STYLES
MORE ATTITUDE ....... 149.00 BEDLAM 195 ORIGIN E-FORCE CHILL .. ! BLACK KNIGHT MAJOR BRANDS & MODELS—LOWEST DISCOUNT PRICES
MORE DOMINANT ....... 199.00 BEDLAM LITE 170 E-FORCE TORCH FREE CATALOG AVAILABLE
MORE GAME .. £109.95 BEDLAM X 170... E-FORCE WEAPO
MORE THUNDER ......... 129.00 BEDLAM X 190 O EKTELON MEN'S & LADIES' INDOOR SHOES
MORE THUNDER LITE . 129.00 BEDLAM STUN 150 ...... 209, CLASSIC ..... ASICS GEL VTR—MEN & LADIES ..
POWER FAN ENERGY ... 59.95 BEDLAM STUN 170 ...... 199.00 CLASSIC PRO 2 ASICS GEL WAHINE—LADIES ..
POWER FAN AIR STICK 64.95 BEDLAM STUN 190 ...... 179.00 ENFORCER ...... MAGNUM / ODYSSEY . 17.95 EKTELON TOUR—MID—MEN ...

POWER FAN AIR POWER 59.95

POWER RING: JUDGEMENT STUN 160 229.00 MAXTACK PRO.......... MORE GAVE EKTELON VENDETTA—LOW—BLACK—MEN
AIR SCREAM ............... 79.95 JUDGEMENT STUN 175 219.00 POWER RING ... .. 1295 QUAN EKTELON VENDETTA—MID—WHITE—MEN ..
ULTRALITE-NO COVER  69.95 LAUNCH PAD: HEAD SENSATION " 1298 YRIPLLTHRERT REBEL 2008 HEAD GAMES INDOOR—LOW—BLACK—MEN ...
QUANTUS—MID ........... 24.95 BEDLAM-150/190 ..... CALL HEAD WEB—LEFT .......850  REBEL PRO . . HEAD GAMES INDOOR—MID—BLACK OR WHITE— MEN
TRIPLE THREAT: JUDGEMENT-165/195 . CALL HEAD WEB—RIGHT ... 595  SCOPA . HI-TEC ADRENALIN ULTRA EXCEL—MEN & LADIES ...........
DELIVERANCE REAL DEAL .. ) HEAD WEB 03—RIGHT .. 9.95  VENDETTA .. HI-TEC ELITE 500—MEN
VENDETTA.. REVOLT 175 . "149.95 HEAD WEB PLUS .......... 7.95  HEAD PRO ELITE .o HI-TEC VECTOR XCEL—MID—MEN
WARRIOR . . REVOLT 195 .. 129.95 NEUMANN PRO DURA-TACK . 13.95 SPORT BAGS NEW BALANCE CT 648 GUM—MEN D & EE
WILSON TAUNT... ) PENN CABRETTA......... 675 >+ PRINCE NFS INDOOR 3 1.0—MEN
TRIAD 160 1aag5  THRUST WILSON RAGE-RIGHT .- 9.95  =F 9FCE: PRINCE QT SCREAM—MEN }
L ACCESSORIES  Mkdutsio
LARGE SPORT ... :
TRIAD 180 .. ; E-FORGE EKTELON: WILSON PRO STAFF IMPACT—LOW—MEN .. !
XT 145 ... RESIN GRIP .. ; WILSON ZONE DST—MID INDOOR—MEN
XT 165 PLATINUM STRING BACK PACK .............. 22.95

JUDGEMENT STUN 145 239.00

MAXTACK EXTREME .. 1195  MIRAGE

EKTELON TOUR—3/4—BLACK—MEN

XT 185 . EKTELON: SCREAM BACK PACK . 34.95
RACQUET GUARD TAPE ...3.95  HEAD INTELLIGENCE BAGS . CALL BROOKS BEAST—D, EE & 4E—MEN .....
SPALDING SPECIALS! REPLACEMENT GRIP .. 2.95  SPALDING LG COURT CLUB19.95 MIZUNO WAVE RIDER 6—MEN & LADIES ..
EXAC-TECH COMP ........ 24. SOLID WHITE: NEW BALANCE M 806—D, EE & 4E—MEN .
;’Egéé[&%%bw 249 HEAD BAND .. GIFT CERTIFICATES SAUCONY SHADOW 6000—MEN & LADIES ...
----- : WRIST BAND 50 | IN $25 INCREMENTS
DOUBLE WRIST BAND (2) .. 1.95 $ TENNIS SHOES

ADIDAS BARRICADE II—MEN & LADIES .....

COMPLETE RACQUETBALL SET

DIADORA REBOUND ACE DA—MID—MEN

RUNNING SHOES

FOR BEGINNERS OR JUNIORS
$75.00 VALUE — ONLY $29.95
1 RACQUET, 1 CAN BALLS & 1 PAIR EYEGUARDS

RACQUETBALL BALLS
6 CANS

OVER 1000 SHOE STYLES
20%-40% OFF EVERYDAY
FAMOUS MAKERS
RUNNING - WALKING - SOCCER
AEROBIC/FITNESS - CROSS-TRAINING

10.50 BASKETBALL - BOOTS - SANDALS

HEAD GAMES—LOW—MEN & LADIES
K-SWISS SI-18 PREMIERE—MEN .......
NEW BALANCE CT 651D, EE & 4E—
NEW BALANCE CT 751—MID—D, EE & 4E—
NEW BALANCE WCT 542—AA, B & D—LADIES
PRINCE NFS VIPER II-MID—MEN .

EKTELONBLUE .............. 10.95  PENNTITANIUM .............
EKTELON POWER PRO. 13.50  PENN ULTRA BLUE 10.95 PRINCE QT SCREAM —LOW—MEN & LADIES
WILSON ULTRA . PENN GREEN .. 12.98 MAIL OR PHONE —SHIP ANYWHERE. CHARGES—VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER, AMERICAN EXPRESS CARD # & EXP. DATE OR

WILSON ULTRATi .. SEND MONEY ORDER OR CHECK. SM. ADDITIONAL SHIPPING CHARGE OUTSIDE CONTINENTAL USA & APO's. MD. RESIDENTS ADD 5%.

your

Organizations

USRA: 1-719-635-5396
WWW.usra.org

Equipment
Manufacturers

E-Force: 1-800-433-6723
www.e-force.com

Pro Kennex: 1-800-854-1908
www.prokennex.com

Ektelon: 1-800-283-2635
www.ektelon.com

Denn.

International Racquetball
Tour (IRT):
www.irt-tour.com

Ladies Professional Racquet-
ball Association (LPRA):

Head/Penn Racquet Sports: .y |adiesproracquetball.c

1-800-874-3234

om
= www.headusa.com
afﬁfiﬂj Bﬂ" Of MWRA o Maryland Washington
o . - W|Ison.. 1-800-272-6060 Racquetball Association
Was and still the best... www.wilsonsports.com (MWRA):

www.mwraweb.com

s -
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MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION

£

g-
G

4%10 co“"

0+ UNT:

USHA

ADDRESS

Pl

NAME

CITYy

STATE ZIP

Home Telephone: ( )

Business Telephone: ( )

Email:

Club Affiliation:

BIRTHDATE (month)/ (day)/ (vear)/

AMATEUR ATHLETIC WAIVER AND RELEASE OF LIABILITY e In
consideration of being allowed to participate in any United States
Racquetball Association athletic/sports programs, and related events
and activities, the undersigned: ¢ 1. Agree that prior to participating, they
will inspect the facilities and equipment to be used, and if they believe
anything is unsafe, they will immediately advise their coach, supervisor,
or USRA personnel of such condition(s) and refuse to participate. ¢ 2.
Acknowledge and fully understand that each participant will be engaging
in activities that involve risk of serious injury, including permanent
disability and death, and severe social and economic losses which

might result not only from their own actions, inactions of negligence

but the actions, inactions or negligence of others, the rules of play, or
the condition of the premises or of any equipment used. Further, that
there may be other risks not known to us or not reasonably foreseeable
at this time. » 3. Assume all the foregoing risks and accept personal
responsibility for the damages following such injury, permanent disability
or death. * 4. Release, waive, discharge and covenant not to sue the

PLEASE BE SURE TO RETAIN YOUR RECEIPT
— IT'S YOUR TEMPORARY PROOF OF
MEMBERSHIP UNTIL YOUR CARD IS ISSUED!

O Renewal
O Address Change O Subscription

OJunior

O High School

servicE O New Member
TYPE

memBer O Adult
TYPE Collegiate

All U.S. memberships are for one year, and include
a subscription to RACQUETBALL Magazine
(International members must add $15.00 to receive
the publication). 35% of all dues remain with each
state affiliate organization for local promotion and
support.

MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS

Adult .. $30.00
D Adult, 2 years .....ccceooeeveiieeeee $60.00
1 gunior (18 & under only)......ccc.c...... $20.00
D Junior (18 & under, w/o mag) .......... $15.00
SUBSCRIPTIONS & DONATIONS ONLY
| RACQUETBALL [U.S. Rate] ........... $20.00
D RACQUETBALL [Foreign Rate] ...... $35.00
D Tax-deductible donation .......... $

TOTAL FEES ENCLOSED....... $

MC/Visa #

Signature Exp.

United States Racquetball Association, its affiliated clubs, regional sports organizations, their respective administrators,
directors, agents, coaches, and other employees of the organization, other participants, sponsoring agencies, sponsors,
advertisers, and, if applicable, owners and lessees of premises used to conduct the event, all of which are hereinafter
referred to as "releasees" from any and all liability to the signator on the opposite side of this form, his or her heirs and

next of kin for any and all claims, demands, losses or damages on account of injury including death or damage to property,
caused or alleged to be caused in whole or in part by the negligence of the release of otherwise. The undersigned has read
the preceding waiver and release, with the understanding that they have given up substantial rights by signing, and do so
voluntarily.

Member signature Date
Parent or Guardian (if member is 18 and under)
USRA Representative Tournament/Club

UNITED STATES RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION 1685 West Uintah Colorado Springs, Colorado 80904-2906
Tel: 719/635-5396  Fax: 719/635-0685 » www.usra.org ® www.racgmag.com ® Member, U.S. Olympic Committee
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United States Racquetball
Association

Partners With
International Association of Benefits (I1AB)

Help your State Racquetball Association!

If you have family members or friends in need of Medical Benefits, Dental Care,
Chiropractic Care, Legal Services, etc., inform them of the USRA/IAB Partnership
Program that provides automatic membership to those who apply.

The Partnership Program is designed to generate revenue to enhance the sport of

Racquetball, while making it possible for individuals and families to obtain needed and
affordable benefits.

Participating members will be provided a return of their IAB membership fees subject to
the guidelines set forth in the IAB Money Back Reward Program:

Five years of IAB Membership: 50% return of Fees
Ten years of IAB Membership: 100% return of Fees

Monthly Membership Fees* for the Year 2004

Premier Plus Membership: $109.95
Premier Membership: $89.95
Classic Membership: $59.95
Signature Membership: $34.95
One-Time Enrollment Fee: $50.00*

Membership Fees — Monthly fee for an individual or family is the same.

Normal enrollment Fee of $100 — Reduced to $50.00 for members under the USRA/IAB
Partnership Program.

Visit the web site: www.RacquetballHealthBenefits.com
Or
Call voice mail: 1-888-575-9643

(When leaving a message it is pertinent that you state clearly —
USRA/IAB Partnership Program, your name and phone #.)

www.mwraweb.com Down the Line News = Winter 2004




National Rules Commissioner

The following is an excerpt from a letrer
that was sent to National Rules Commis-
sioner Otto Dietrich following a question-
able decision made at the Amelia Benefit
Tournament in Severna Park in Septem-
ber. Otto’s opinions are preceded by his
initials (OD):

Situation Summary:

There were two matches scheduled at

5 p-m. and 6 p.m., a Men’s 25+ and
Men’s Open, respectively. At 5 p.m. the
two participants were called and the
referee was assigned. The scorecard had
a sticker on the back listing the partici-
pants names, division, and match time.
The match was called and went to a
tiebreaker. During the match there was
only one serve used.

OD: First, both players surely knew that
they were scheduled to play at both 5
p-m. and 6 p.m. and that the 25+ match
preceded the Open match. Since the
players were called at 5 p.m. (not much
later than that), there should be no
confusion as to which match was being
called to be played, i.e. the 5 p.m. one.

Apparently, even the card was labeled
that it was the 5 p.m. 25+ match so the
referee had to know it too.

OD: So, it seems to me that everyone
involved in this particular match erred
from the very start. The referee and
BOTH players should have realized that
a 25+ match is played with two serves
rather than one! One of the three should
have been alert enough to stop this
match right away and get it right be-
cause of the apparent discrepancy—why
are we playing the 25+ match with only
one serve? They should have spoken,
but didn’t. They played on and therefore
“fully accepted” the way the match was
being administered, even if there was
only one serve!

When the match was over and the sur-
rounding spectators asked what division
this was, the debate ensued. The referee
took the card to the tournament desk
and told them the entire match was
called with one serve. The tournament
director stated that since the match was
called with one serve this would be the

Open match since these two individu-
als were scheduled to play each other in
both divisions.

OD: 1 disagree. Clearly the match
played was, instead, the 5 p.m. 25+
match and it was merely played us-
ing the wrong serving rules. Since the
match was played without objection
from either player, then the results
should stand as a 25+ match. [Editors
note: After completion, the match was in

[fact protested by both players.]

The principle of the matter is it was a 5
p-m. match scheduled as 25+. The tour-
nament director took the authority to
change the division of the match after it
was played.

OD: Sorry, but that really is a “power”
that the tournament director does not
have. I have seen this same scenario
(two matches with the same opponents)
and found that they usually want to
play the “more important one” first so
as to be freshest for that one. But, such
an agreement must always be made in

continued on page 9

Have fun and play well.
Frank Taddonio
President, USRA

Hello from the USRA President

Greetings MWRA! I have quite a few friends and acquaintances in the DC/Maryland area. I was stationed in
DC and have been able to return many times. It is a great area for racquetball and a home to many fine play-
ers. I thought I would take the opportunity to wish you all a very Happy New Year.

I also want you all to know that there are a lot of initiatives taking place in the USRA and I'm happy to tell
you that Curt Rettke (VA) is a part of that progress. The new membership data base and the rankings system
are now operational and the new tournament system will go live in January. Also, beginning after January
Lst, you will see USA Racquetball and new logos for the USRA. It’s an exciting time for all and 'm glad you
are all a part of it. By the way, I look forward to my next trip to the ‘Dawg Pound’ at Bolling AFB and meet-
ing more of the MWRA and Virginia players.

6 Down the Line News | Winter 2004
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2 MWRA Juniors  SPORTFIT
Viarvtand Wshingion Championships

Racquetball Association

wwwemwraweb-com February 21-22, 2004

Sport FIT Laurel Racquet and Health Club
204 Ft. Meade Rd
Laurel, MD 20707
301.953.1414 or 410.792.2222

e awards
Trophies to all first and second place finishers.

e starting times
Call the club at 410.792.2222 or 301.953.1414 after 9:00am on Thurdsay, February 19, 2004 or call
Susan Flaesch at 410.579.4600.

¢ hospitality
Lunch, fruit, and drink will be provided throughout the day.

e official rules

eEyeweare USRA Official Rules will govern competition [available for reference online at
www.usra.org], including the mandatory use of protective lensed eyewear tested to ASTM F803
or CSA impact standards. *Age Requiremente For age division competition, players must meet
the age requirement as of the first day of competition. eOfficiatinge All players must report to the
tournament desk after their match for referee assignments. All players will be required to referee,
find a suitable substitute, or forfeit from their division.

e official ball
Pro Penn Green

¢ tournament directors
Maryland Washington Racquetball Association (MWRA) and the Junior Elite Team

¢ guidelines

All divisions will be round robin play format.

Player will forfeit if not checked in at the tournament desk 30 minutes prior to scheduled playing
time.

Tournament directors have the right to deny or reclassify any entrant.

Divisions may be combined or eliminated if there are not enough entrants.

No consolation rounds.

# e"n register online @ éf_ll:'l'l' wve com
®

Winter 2004 7
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ENTRY FORM e Please Print DIVISIONS
Name Gender: M | F BOY'S eSinglese  GIRL'S

- 18- -
Address - 16- -

- 14- -
City, State, Zip - 12- -

- 10- -
Phone (Day) (Evening) 8- multibounce

6- multibounce
Birthdate Age
All Age Open
Email
Recreation
Club Affliation
eDoublese
Doubles Partner(s) . Boy's -
Girl's
Mixed

Waiver: | hereby, for myself, me heirs, executors, and administrators, waive
and release any and all rights and claims that | may have against the Sport FIT
Laurel Racquet and Health Club, MWRA, USRA, or their respective agents for
any and all injuries. | also acknowledge the potential risk of eye injury during
competition, and can provide written proof that my protective eyeguards
(including prescription frames/lenses) conform with all standards specified in
USRA Rule 2.5(a).
Participant Signature
FEES & PAYMENT
First Event......cccocoecemrrcceenrcceeere e ($25.00)
Second Event .......cccccervrcceennccceee e, ($5.00)
MWRA Juniors Development Donation..............
TOTAL .ottt s e e e s
IMPORTANT: Make check payable to: MWRA Junior Elite
Send completed entry and payment to: online registration powered by

Junior's Championships t ~1
c/o Susan Flaesch ac ' ve C Om

7107 John Calvert Ct
Elkridge, MD 21075

Entries must be received by Friday, February 13, 2003

8 Down the Line News | Winzer 2004
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National Rules Commissioner

(continued from page 6)

advance and only with the agree-
ment of all parties! This was not the
case here.

OD: In closing, I direct your
attention to Policy & Procedure
B.2 in the Official Rulebook. This
one concerns the establishment
and use of a Tournament Rules
Committee that could and should
have addressed this issue. Using it
would have relieved the Tournament
Director of the final decision
responsibility, accorded the player
due process, and might even have
produced a more appropriate
outcome. +7&

Youth Racquetball Clinic at
Supreme Sports Club

by Dave Bleyer

It was like Santa coming to town a
little early when Val Rogolino and
his helpers showed up at Supreme
Sports Club in Columbia for the
MWRA Youth Racquetball Clinic
on Saturday December 13, 2004. Val
had his usual bag of goodies, toys,
prizes, and ever-present radar gun
ready for the event. Eighteen players
came out for an afternoon of games,
contests, instruction, and fun.

The day started off by dividing the
kids into groups based on their level
of play. The instructors went over a
lot of the fundamentals with each
group including safety, proper grip,
stroke, and court positioning. They

www.mwraweb.com

also did some great drills with the
kids showing them ways to continu-
ally improve and develop their game.
Then Val broke out the popular
radar gun, conducting a bunch of
contests and drills that kept the
groups of kids busy for most of

the afternoon. Val had them doing
everything—forehand, backhand,

fastest, slowest, etc.

The kids spent the rest of the day
on the courts playing and test-

ing their newly learned skills and
techniques. Lunch was provided to
all participants (mostly pizza and
candy canes). All the kids collected
prizes donated by E-Force, Ektelon,
HEAD, Wilson, and USRA to
promote the event. Prizes included
t-shirts, balls, gloves, eyewear, acces-
sories, and racquets.

We also had the Maryland Junior
Elite Racquetball Team present to
help out and participate in this fun-
filled afternoon. The Team played a
big part of the day by demonstrating
their skills on the court and by pro-
viding instruction and tips to many
of the players. Representing the team
for the day were Ben Bleyer, Jeffrey
Flaesch, Christian Howe, Joe Kram-
er, Emilio Rodas, Justin Williams,
and Mauricio Zelada.

Thanks to all who helped make

the day a success, especially Susan
Flaesch, Les Hankins, Mike Violette,
and Eva Loza. We would also like

to acknowledge Steve Mendelsohn,
The Supreme Sports Club, and the
Columbia Association for supporting
youth racquetball and the MWRA

. [ )
Junior Program. ,“&

Court Club Survey

Attention racquetball club league di-
rectors, managers, and teaching pros!
Mr. Dave George of the Racquetball
Manufacturers Council (RMC) has
been tasked with compiling a com-
plete database of current racquetball
clubs and facilities across the coun-
try. Upon completion, it is hoped
that this database will help growth
the sport of racquetball.

Each Club that submits their Club
data into the online survey form will
receive a complimentary copy of the
new 2004 Successful Racquetball
Programs, The Basics and Beyond
Book, retail value $39.95. This 100-
page book will be sent to each Club
at no charge, upon the book’s com-
pletion in late February/early March
of 2004. Currently being written

for the RMC by industry expert,
Connie Martin, this book will be
the latest and greatest collection of
ideas and information for Racquet-
ball Court Club Owners, Managers,
Program Directors and teaching
Racquetball Pros! This enticing offer
should assist getting Clubs to take a
little time to supply the RMC with
their current data.

To complete the survey online, surf
to http://www.daveattheclub.com
or contact Dave George at
888.559.0099. .
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U.S. Open Participants and Results

The following folks traveled to Mem-
phis, Tenn., the week of November
19-23 to participate in the 2003
Choice Hotels U.S. Open Racquetball
Championships. Congratulations to
our champions and finalists.

J.B. Barnes, Men’s 45+ B Singles
[Finalist], Men’s B Doubles [Quar-
terfinals], Men’s 35+ Doubles

Yee Cheng, Men’s A Doubles [Quar-
terfinals], Men’s 35+A Singles

Bill Cooper, Men’s 45+A Singles,
Men’s 50+ Singles

Jeft Elder, Men’s 35+ A Singles [Fi-
nalist], Men’s 35+ Doubles, Mixed
A/B Doubles

Shannon Feaster, Women’s Pro
[Round of 32], Women’s Open
Singles [Quarterfinals], Women’s
24/25+ Singles [Champion]

Ray Firlie, Pro-Am Doubles

Dan Fowler, Men’s Pro [Round of
16]

Doreen Fowler, Women’s Pro

[Round of 32]

Steve Graham, Men’s 25+ Singles,
Men’s 30+ Singles

Jorge Leinemann, Men’s 45+B Sin-
gles [Champion], Men’s B Doubles
[Quarterfinals], Men’s 35+ Doubles

Bill Milbach, Men’s Open Singles,
Men’s 35+ Singles

Jeff Nelson, Men’s A Singles, Men’s
A Doubles, Mixed A/B Doubles
[Quarterfinals]

Tom Pendleton, Men’s B Singles,
Men’s 45+B Singles [Quarterfinals]

Ben Schad, Men’s A Singles, Men’s A
Doubles [Quarterfinals]

Gail Schaefer, Pro-Am Doubles,
Women’s 60+ Singles [Finalist],
Women’s A Doubles [Semi-Finals],
Women’s A Singles

Steve Simpson, Menis 40+ Singles,
Men’s 45+ Singles

Tracie Valentine, Women’s C Singles
[Quarterfinals], Women’s 24/25+ C
Singles [Quarterfinals]

Racquetbalﬁ 0O1.com

W -
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» Videos of selected matches from local tournaments.

» One-on-one or group instruction from top players.

» Scouting reports on tournament players.

website: www.racquetball101.com

conmact:

jharris@racquetball101.com
bwong@racquetball101.com

www.mwraweb.com



= MWRA Singles e n"
o O . .
Maryland Washington ChamplonShlps o
e mramansom” March 5-7, 2004
Severna Park Racquetball and Fitness Club
8514 Veterans Highway
Millersville, MD 21108
410.987.0980

e awards
Trophies to all First and Second Place finishers.

e starting times

Available online at http://www.mwraweb.com or call the club at 410.987.0980 after 9:00 a.m. on Thursday, March 4.
Play may begin early afternoon, Friday, March 5. Be prepared to play early and remember, if you are playing in two
events, be prepared to play on Friday.

¢ hospitality
Shirts for all participants. Friday, dinner; Saturday, breakfast, lunch and dinner; Sunday, breakfast and lunch. Fruit
provided throughout the tournament.

e official rules

eEyeweare USRA Official Rules will govern competition [available for reference online at www.usra.org], including the
mandatory use of protective lensed eyewear tested to ASTM F803 or CSA impact standards. ®Age Requiremente For
age division competition, players must meet the age requirement as of the first day of competition. eMembershipe
USRA membership is required of all participants. At registration, entrants must present a current membership card, a
receipt, or a cancelled check indicating recent enroliment as proof of membership, or purchase a membership on site for
$30. *Officiatinge All players must report to the tournament desk after their match for referee assignments. All players
will be required to referee, find a suitable substitute, or forfeit from their division.

¢ official ball
Pro Penn Green

¢ tournament directors
Maryland Washington Racquetball Association (MWRA)

¢ guidelines

All matches will be monitored and sandbaggers will be forfeited with no refund.

Players may enter a maximum of two (2) events.

Player will forfeit if not checked in at the tournament desk 30 minutes prior to scheduled playing time.
Tournament directors have the right to deny or reclassify any entrant.

Divisions may be combined or eliminated if there are not enough entrants.

No consolation rounds.

No smoking allowed in the Severna Park Racquetball and Fitness Club.

Stringer will be available throughout the tournament.

Juniors are eligible to play in both adult and junior divisions.

A
register online @ @Gt‘i wve.com ‘IS}M

Sanctioned Event
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ENTRY FORM e Please Print DIVISIONS
Name Gender: M | F MEN’S eSinglese WOMEN’S
Open
Address - A -
- B -
City, State, Zip . C -
D
Phone (Day) (Evening) - 24- -
25+
Birthdate Age - 30+ -
. 35+ .
Email - 40+ -
- 45+ .
Club Affliation - 50+ -
55+
60+
24- A
Waiver: | hereby, for myself, me heirs, executors, and administrators, waive 24-B
and release any and all rights and claims that | may have against the Sport FIT 24-C
Laurel Racquet and Health Club, MWRA, USRA, or their respective agents for 25+ A
any and all injuries. | also acknowledge the potential risk of eye injury during 25+ B
competition, and can provide written proof that my protective eyeguards 25+ C
(including prescription frames/lenses) conform with all standards specified in 35+ A
USRA Rule 2.5(a). 35+ B
35+ C
o ; 45+ A
Participant Signature 45+ B
45+ C
55+ A
55+ B
- 55+ C -
FEES & PAYMENT
First event..................... ($40.00, $45.00 at door) Juniors 18-
Second event................ ($15.00, $20.00 at door) — Juniors16-
Juniors First event........ ($20.00, $25.00 at door) — j“”!ors 1‘21 —
Juniors Second event ..($10.00, $15.00 at door) — Jzﬂ:gg 10-
MWRA Juniors Development Donation.............. Juniors 8-

IMPORTANT: Make check payable to: MWRA

Send completed entry and payment to:
MWRA Singles Championships
c/o Steve Graham

1017 Wheatfield Dr
Millersville, MD 21108

Entries must be received by Friday, February 27, 2004

12 Down the Line News = Winter 2004

Online registration is
available at:
http://www.mwraweb.com
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Results

A Weekend for Amelia
Racquetball Shootout
September 20-21, 2003
Severna Park Racquetball
and Fitness Club

Men’s Open Singles
—Finals

Foley E d. Sheridan B
15-10; 15-11

Men’s A Singles—Finals
Del Castillo H d. Nelson J
15-14; 11-15; 11-5

Men’s B Singles—Finals
Clark J d. Firlie R 15-11;
15-5

Men’s C Singles—Finals
Cowell C d. Ruiz A 9-15;
15-7;11-3

Men’s D Singles—Finals
Markey S d. Bleyer B 15-
12; 15-2

Junior’s Singles—Finals
Flaesch J d. Williams J
15-7; 13-15; 11-7

Men’s 20/45+ Singles
—Finals

Lee S d. Coit B 14-15;
15-9; 11-6

Men’s 25/35+ A Singles
—Finals

Constable d E d. Gholson
D 15-6; 15-6

Men’s 25/35+ B Singles
—Finals

Clark J d. Brown J 15-4;
15-10

Men’s 25/35+ C Singles
—Finals

Corsello R d. Ruiz A 15-
6; 15-10

www.mwraweb.com

Men’s 45/55+ A Singles
—Finals
Jorgens J d. Pendleton T

Men’s 45/55+ B Singles
—Finals

Williams P d. Jorgens J
15-12; 15-3

Men’s 45/55+ C Singles
—Finals

Corsello R d. Markey S
7-15;15-3; 11-9

Men’s 50+ Singles
—Finals

Harding J d. Forsyth A
15-8; 15-13

Men’s A Doubles—Finals
Droski S - Wong B d.
Hornsby J — Huntley M
1-15; 15-6; 11-3

Men’s B Doubles—Finals
Biedenkapp G - Firlie R
d. Bassford B - Flaesch J
15-9; 15-7

Women’s A Singles
—Finals

McNeil S d. Davenport T
15-0; 15-14

Women'’s B Singles
—Finals

Katcef F d. Stokes D 15-
9; 15-1

Women'’s C Singles
—Finals

Hough J d. West | 12-15;
15-1;11-4

Mixed Open Doubles
—Finals

Compton B - Hough R d.
Finach F - Ove J 15-9;
13-15; 11-4

Mixed A Doubles—Finals
Kellam M - McNeil S d.
Constable E - Flaesch S
15-11; 15-8

Mixed B Doubles— Finals
Bassford B — Cook L d.
Flaesch T — Riley J 15-7;
15-8

St. Nick Splat

December 19-21, 2003
Severna Park Racquetball
and Fitness Club

Men’s Open Singles
—Finals

Eric Foley d. Jamal Harris
15-12; 13-15; 11-8

Men'’s A Singles—Finals
Marty Hammond d. Tom
Benewicz 9-15; 15-8;
11-6

Men'’s B Singles—Finals
PJ Williams d. Guy Cock-
ran 15-1; 15-13

Men'’s C Singles—Finals
Joel Riley d. Jeffrey
Flaesch 15-12; 15-6

Men’s D Singles—Finals
Mauricio Zelada d. Kevin
Chaney 15-9; 15-4

Juniors A—Finals
Mauricio Zelada d. Ben
Bleyer 15-6; 15-2

Juniors B—Finals
Tommy Thomas d. Rachel
Hough 15-2; 15-9

Down the Line News

Men’s 25+ Singles
—Finals

Jason Colangelo d.
Jackson Burnette 15-12;
15-14

Men’s 25/35+ A Singles
—Finals

Chas Levine d. Sean
Walker 15-13; 15-8

Men’s 25/35/45/55+ C
Singles—Finals
Augusto Ruiz d. Terry
Hicks 15-14; 15-10

Men’s 30+ Singles
—Finals

Jamal Harris d. Chris
Wilmoth 15-6; 15-3

Men’s 35+ Singles
—Finals

John Collison d. David
White 15-5; 15-3

Men’s 35+ B Singles
—Finals

Jamie Clark d. Robert
Tarter 15-0; 15-5

Men’s 45/55+ A Singles
—Finals

Bruce Shafer d. Tim Cal-
loway 15-6; 15-1

Men’s 45/55+ B Singles
—Finals

PJ Williams[1] d. John
Minnich 15-10; 15-10

Women’s Open Singles
—Finals

Yolanda Jordan d. Ruth
Hough 15-10; 13-15;
11-9

continued on page 14
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Tﬂ ll rna ment RES“ ItS (continued)

St. Nick Splat (continueq)
Women'’s A Singles
—Finals

Danielle Emerson d. Lisa
Cook 11-15;15-7; 11-5

Women'’s B Singles Finals
—Finals

Diane Stokes d. Bridgette
Sic 15-1; 15-5

Women'’s C Singles
—Finals

Voranooj Jaijarat d.
Bridgette Sic 15-8; 15-3

Women'’s D Singles
—Round Robin 1

Gail George d. Stephanie
Foley 15-6; 15-1

Men’s Open Doubles
—Finals

Doresey J fi Wilmoth C d.
Benewicz T A Cola C 4-
15; 15-4; 11-8

Men’s A Doubles—Finals
Hornsby J - Huntley M d.
Pendleton T - Wong B 15-
6; 15-12

Men’s B Doubles— Finals
Collins K - Tarter R [1] d.
Cowell C - Stiles J [2] 15-
12; 15-10

Women’s B Doubles
—Finals

Jaijarat V - Specht E d.
Flaesch T - Hough J 15-3;
15-9

Mixed A Doubles—Finals
George L - Winder A [1]
d. Connell C - Peterson C

[5] Ret (inj)

Mixed B Doubles—Finals
lzursa J - Specht E d.
Brown M - George D 15-
8; 15-8

14
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MWRA Doubles
Championships
November 7-9, 2003
Sport FIT Laurel Racquet
and Health Club

Men’s Open Doubles
—Finals

Blood E - Porter M [3] d.
Colangelo J - Collison J
[4] 15-1;11-15;11-6

Men’s A Doubles—Finals
Cheng Y - Romasanta J
[8] d. Forsyth A - Sterling
K[2] 15-11;15-13

Men’s B Doubles —Finals
Roche H - Wetzel J [2] d.
Biedenkapp G - Firlie R
[1] 15-11;15-7

Men’s C Doubles—Finals
Flaesch J - Riley J d.
Atkinson J - Pinney J 15-
14;15-13

Men’s D Doubles—Finals
Hunt S - Mirmak J d.
Burns M - Holladay D 12-
15;15-1; 11-0

Men’s 25+ A Doubles
—Finals

Hornsby J - Huntley M d.
Brett J - Montalvo W 15-
7;7-15;11-4

Men’s 30+ Doubles
—Finals

Brown T - Foley E d.
Blood E - Porter M 15-6;
4-15; 11-7

Men’s 35+B Doubles
—Finals

Frank D — Jones D d.
Carter D - Cortorreal G
3-15; 15-5; 11-6

Winter 2004

Men’s 40+ Doubles
—Finals

Chandler T - Simpson S
d. Deamud L - Montalvo
W 15-8; 15-11

Men’s 40+ A Doubles Red
—Finals

Barnes J — Leinemann J
d. Bates D — Steil V 15-2;
15-6

Men’s 45+ B Doubles
Finals—Finals

Barnes J - Leinemann J
d. Chadwick W - Harding-
erG 15-1; 15-3

Women’s Open Doubles
—Finals

Feaster S — Jordan Y d.
Hough R — Kubany S 15-
5;15-2

Women'’s A Doubles
—Finals

Cook L - Flagler S d.
Dewing A - Gerike S 5-
15; 15-5; 11-10

Women’s B Doubles
—Finals

Jaijarat V — Specht E d.
Brown M - Katcef F 15-
3; 15-13
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Mixed Open Doubles
—Finals

Feaster S - Harris J d.
Kubany S - Lee S 15-7;
15-7

Mixed A Doubles—Finals
Price P - Wilson R d.
Ryan-Arnold J - Yonkers
R 15-4;15-5

Mixed B Doubles— Finals
Cockran G - Stokes D d.
Flagler S - Stiles J 15-12;
15-13

Mixed C Doubles— Finals
DiFelice R - West | d.
Brown M - George D 15-
4;13-15; 11-9

Mixed All-Age Doubles
—Finals

Anderson D - Pendleton
T d. Connell C — Nelson Y
15-14; 15-11

Junior Doubles — Finals
Bleyer B - Flaesch J d.
Kramer J - Williams J 14-
15;15-3; 11-4
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MegaBlast 175

ub et
Sudsy Manchi
1.1,&.

ARBCQueET:

MEGABLAST

INTRODUCING HEAD’S MOST POWERFUL TECHNOLOGICAL ACHIEVEMENT.

HEAD has created the new benchmark for power in racquetball racquets. The revolutionary

new MegaBlast and Power Channels technologies are combined with Intelligence X to

produce the ultimate racquetball racquets. Available in two different weights, both frames are

optimally balanced for maximum performance. MegaBlast, a power revolution!
www.head.com

www.mwraweb.com Down the Line News = Winter 2004




2004 MWRA Schedule

Wintergreen Classic

February 6-8, 2004

Sport Fit Laurel Racquet and Health Club

204 Ft. Meade Rd

Laurel, MD 20707

Contact Steve Graham at steve@mwraweb.com for additional
information.

MWRA Singles Championships

March 5-7, 2004

Severna Park Racquetball and Fitness Club

8514 Veterans Highway

Millersville, MD 21108

Contact Val Rogolino at 410.987.0980 for additional

information.

Spring Pinch LPRA Pro-Am

March 18-21, 2004

Gaithersburg Sport & Health Club

700 Russell Ave.

Gaithersburg, MD

Contact Steve Graham at steve@mwraweb.com for additional
information.

G
DOWN:cLINE

106 Groh Lane
Annapolis, MD 21403

USRA Regionals

April 15-18, 2004

Crystal Gateway Sport & Health Club

1235 Jefferson Davis Highway

Arlington, VA 22202

Visit EdWillisII.com or call 703.684.4146 for additional

information.

Remember to check www.mwraweb.com for updates and
changes to this schedule.



